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The bilingual lexicon is not fully monolingual-like in either language: the adult bilingual lexicon 
shows convergence of naming pa"erns for common household objects (Ameel, Storms, Malt, & 
Sloman, 2005; White, Malt, & Storms, 2017). Storms and collegues (2015) proposed two 
hypotheses concerning the developmental trajectory of naming of common household objects in 
Dutch-French bilingual children: a decreasing convergence (A) and an increasing convergence 
Six age groups: 5, 8, 10, 12, 14 and adults 
Free naming of common household containers by 
 French-speaking monolinguals 
 Dutch-speaking monolinguals 
 French-Dutch bilinguals (performed the task twice) 
The rising trend reﬂects an increased agreement in noun usage among individuals across ages.  
 
The separa!on between lines indicates greater diﬀerence between the naming pa"erns of the 
two languages, and thus divergence between the two naming pa"erns. There is a remarkable 
correspondence at younger ages, both in het monolingual and bilingual group. Over the course 
of development the naming pa"erns of both demonstrate increasing divergence. However 
bilingual children start diverging their naming pa"erns at a later age and never to the same 
extent as monolinguals do. 
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Both monolingual and bilingual children evolve 
slowly toward increased conven!onality in their use 
of common nouns. Notably, the level of agreement 
for even 14 year olds remains below the adult level, 
underscoring the extended noun learning trajectory 
in both groups.  
Both monolingual and bilingual children develop a 
more language speciﬁc naming pa"ern over age. 
However, bilingual children start learning the 
language speciﬁci!es of the naming pa"ern at a 
later age and never diﬀeren!ate between the two 
languages to the extent monolinguals do.  
Neither the increasing convergence, nor the 
decreasing convergence hypothesis can be 
conﬁrmed. We propose a gradual divergence 
hypothesis instead, applying to the developmental 
pa"ern of both monolingual and bilingual children. 
